
16 / Beachwood Buzz / December 2011

Board of Education
Beth Rosenbaum, President, 831-9246 • br@beachwoodschools.org

Mitchel Luxenburg, Vice President, 382-8943 • ml@beachwoodschools.org
David B. Ostro, 464-0718 • do@beachwoodschools.org

Dr. Brian Weiss, 464-6678 • bw@beachwoodschools.org
Jennifer Tramer, 765-0744 • jmt@beachwoodschools.org

Superintendent: Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D., 464-2600 • supt@beachwoodschools.org
Marketing Director: Doug Levin, 464-2600 • dl@beachwoodschools.org

BHS Construction Continues Through Winter

Record 64 Advanced Placement Scholars for BHS

Construction continues into the late Fall and Winter at Beachwood 
High School, as the $36 million improvement project remains on 
schedule and within budget.

During this past Summer and early Fall, work was completed 
on the installation of underground pipes for water, electric, gas, 
and sewer, as well as the concrete foundation.

A temporary hallway was enclosed and completed to provide 
temporary and safe access to the building’s 100-200 wing. While 
only temporary, this hallway meets all of the city’s building code 
requirements with respect to appropriate hallway width, lighting, 
windows and emergency doors.

Work continues on the new classroom wing, music suite addition to 
the auditorium, physical education addition to the south gymnasium, 

and two new classrooms to be constructed between the gym and 
500-hallway. Much of the masonry work has been completed on 
these additions, and work will continue this winter on the masonry 
and steel rising throughout the complex.

Crews have demolished the downstairs classrooms and are 
currently working on the boiler and mechanical systems that will 

occupy this same space that previously 
housed BHS’s music and industrial 
arts classes. Installation of piping and 
equipment for these mechanical systems 
will continue through the winter months. 
The school’s new heating, cooling and 
electrical systems will be operational by 
the start of the 2012-2013 school year.

With the new classroom wing, music and 
physical education wings scheduled to be 
completed in time for the 2012-2013 school 
year, renovations will begin on existing 
classrooms next school year, as well as the 

conversion of the north gymnasium to a new media center, computer 
lab, multipurpose room and the school’s main office.

Final renovations to the central commons area and dining hall 
and other final work are scheduled during the summer of 2013. 
While many of the additions and renovations will be completed 
sooner, the BHS project is scheduled to be completed in its entirety 
by the start of the 2013-2014 school year.

Beachwood High School had a record number of Advanced Placement Scholars in 2011. The 64 total AP Scholars tops the 63 BHS 
had in 2009. The steady climb over the past decade is the result of enhanced student preparedness and performance on AP tests; an 
increase in the number of students taking AP exams; and an increase in the  number of AP course offerings, which increased to 15 for 
the 2011-2012 school year with an additional new course 
slated for next school year. 

The chart to the right reflects the climb since 2000, and 
an explanation for each category is  below:

AP Scholar: Granted to students who receive scores 
of 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams.

AP Scholar with Honor: Granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these 
exams.

AP Scholar with Distinction: Granted to students 
who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP 
Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more 
of these exams.

National AP Scholar: Granted to students in the United States who receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.  

*By definition, all National Scholars are also Scholars with Distinction, so they are not included in the total column.

 
 

Year 

 

Scholars 

Scholars 

w/Honor 

Scholars 

w/Distinction 

National 

Scholars* 

 

TOTAL 

2000 11 6 5 0 22 

2001 8 2 9 0 19 

2002 14 8 7 0 29 

2003 19 5 11 2 35 

2004 11 11 27 7 49 

2005 13 10 18 4 41 

2006 14 10 12 3 36 

2007 16 17 15 3 48 

2008 20 14 26 10 60 

2009 14 12 37 11 63 

2010 18 10 30 13 58 

2011 21 15 28 5 64 
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Elementary Students Get Hands-On with the Fall Season
In addition to the usual parades, classroom parties and Halloween fun, Beachwood 

elementary students received hands-on instruction on topics related to the Fall season. 
Lessons covered measuring pumpkins, making “boo” bubbles, and reading mystery 
books.

Children in Mrs. Mayer’s 1st grade class at Bryden Elementary School used 
measurement tools, the Smartboard, and the scientific process to determine which 
pumpkin in the class was the heaviest. They enjoyed making observations, forming 
hypotheses, collecting and recording data, and working as a team.

The children decorated their mini pumpkins and discussed how a balance bucket 
is useful to compare weights of objects. Students first practiced on the Smartboard 
with a virtual bucket balance, adding different weights to both sides and figuring out 
what to add to the other side for it to balance.

Mrs. Spence, Beachwood's elementary science resource coordinator, taught 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students at Bryden Elementary School about the 
properties of bubbles and dry ice. Students then put on gloves, held the bubbles in 
their hands, and watched them evaporate into a cloud.

Third grade students at Hilltop Elementary School measured the height and weight 
of their pumpkins, then developed and used formulas to estimate how many seeds 
their pumpkins contained. Then they cut the pumpkins open and started counting, 
comparing their actual counts to their estimates.

Fourth graders at Hilltop enjoyed a Mystery Mania morning in the library, where 
they learned to identify the features that make up the mystery genre. Students read 
aloud, explored mysteries and "dissected them" to find the parts, then met in small 
groups to complete story maps utilizing the mystery elements of suspect, detective, 
alibi, red herrings, etc. Afterwards, they read mysteries in reading group and wrote 
their own mysteries.

The Beachwood High School Drama Club is proud to present its fall production 
of the dark comedy, Crimes of the Heart, by Beth Henley. 

The play takes place in Hazlehurst, Mississippi, in 1974, five years after Hurricane 
Camille hit the area. The story centers on the life of three sisters, the oldest of whom 
is single, deeming herself undesirable to men because of a shrunken ovary; the middle 
sister is a Hollywood star wannabe who spent time in a mental institution; and the 
youngest sister just shot her husband in the stomach because she “didn’t like his 
looks.” The story is a wonderful look at the intertwining of familial relationships 
and how dreams can become broken and come to life again.

Due to the High School’s renovation project, this year’s production will be 
performed at the Beachwood Middle School on Friday, December 16, at 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, December 17, at 8 p.m.; and will close on Sunday, December 19, with a 
2 p.m. matinee. Tickets, $8 for adults and $5 for students and senior citizens, are 
available at the door.

Pictured: Lenny (Masha Soprunova, left) and Meg Magrath (Wendy Pineda-
Gonzales, right) gang up on their little sister, Babe (Courtney Fishman, center) in 
the Beachwood High School fall production of Beth Henley’s Crimes of the Heart.

BHS Drama Club Presents Crimes of the Heart

Pictured, from top: Haruka Okamoto and 
Grace Rogoff learn with bubbles; and Zihao Qing 
measures his pumpkin.

The 2012-2013 School Calendar is Now Posted on our Website!

Be sure to check out our new
website at

Beachwoodschools.org!


